Application No. 09/813,215 

Reply to Office Action of March 20, 2006 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended): A method for providing a network environment of 
information data exchange by setting a closed network as requested from a plurality of 
clients, comprising: 

receiving a request to provide said network environment with an application form 
from one of said clients representing a group , the group including member clients and the 
application form including mail addresses of the member clients being inputted ; 

setting said closed network for each of said member clients in the group r e qu e sting 
said clos e d n e twork in response to the received request; bb4 

informing each of the member clients said client of use permission based on a 
predetermined discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a priority 
of the group, only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed network; and 

managing a use time of said closed network for the group. 

Claim 2 (Currently Amended): A method for providing a network environment of 
information data exchange by setting a closed network as requested from a plurality of 
clients, comprising: 

receiving a request to provide said network environment from said clients 
representing a group , the group including member clients : 

setting said closed network for each of said member clients in the group in response to 
the received request r e qu e sting said n e twork bv said serv e r and informing said cli e nt of us e 
p e rmission bas e d on a pr e d e t e rmin e d discriminator ; 

transmitting confirmation information to join the closed network to all member clients 
and receiving a confirmation from each of the member clients: 
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informing each of the member clients of use permission based on a predetermined 
discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a priority of the group, 
only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed network; and 

managing a use time of said closed network for the group 

giving said client informed at said sotting and informing access priority to said closed 
n e twork and starting m e asur e m e nt of a use tim e of said clos e d n e twork, said acc e ss priority 
r e pr e s e nting a priority of th e group, only member clients of the group being accoGsiblo to said 
clos e d n e twork; 

inquiring said cli e nt about wh e th e r or not to e xt e nd wh e n said n e twork us e tim e with 
m e a s ur e m e nt start e d at said giving and starting pa s s e s a pr e det e rmin e d tim e ; and 

extending said clos e d n e twork us e tim e wh e n said cli e nt r e qu e sts for e xt e nsion for 
said inquiry at said inquiring . 

Claim 3 (Currently Amended); A system for providing a network environment of 
information data exchange by setting a closed network as requested from a plurality of 
clients, comprising: 

means for receiving a request to provide said network environment with an 
application form from one of said clients representing a group , the group including member 
clients and the application form including mail addresses of the member clients being 
inputted ; 

means for setting said closed network for each of said member clients in the group in 
response to the received request r e qu e sting said n e twork by said moann for r e c e iving a 
r e qu e st by a sorv^or and informing said cli e nt of use permission bas e d on a pr e determin e d 
discriminator ; and 
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means for informing each of the member clients of use permission based on a 

predetermined discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a priority 

of the group, only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed network: and 

means for managing a use time of said closed network for the group 

m e ans for giving said cli e nt inform e d by said m e ans for s e tting and informing acc e ss 

priority to said closed n e twork and managing a us e tim e of said clos e d n e twork, said access 

priority roproGonting a priority of the group, only m e mb e r cli e nts of th e group b e ing 

acc e ssibl e to said clos e d n e twork . 

Claim 4 (Currently Amended): A server for providing a network environment of 
information data exchange to a plurality of clients by setting a closed network, comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive a message with an application form transmitted from 
one of said clients representing a group , the group including member clients and the 
application form including mail addresses of the member clients being inputted ; 

a data conv e rt e r configur e d to conv e rt said m e ssag e according to an e nvironm e nt of 
said cli e nt; 

a transmitt e r configur e d to transmit said m e ssage after conversion; 

an access controller configured to set said closed network and to control accessing in 
said closed network in consideration of access priority based on a discriminator included in 
said message; 

a transmitter configured to inform each of the member clients of use permission based 
on a predetermined discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a 
priority of the group, only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed 
network: and 

a time manager configured to manage a use time of said closed network for the group 
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a client manag e r configur e d to ch e ck said discriminator of said cli e nt; 

a schedule storag e storing tim e manag e m e nt information of said clos e d n e twork; and 

a network onvironmont manager configured to manag e said clos e d n e twork with th e 

acc e ss priority, said acc e ss priority r e pr e s e nting a priority of th e group, only m e mb e r clients 

of th e group b e ing acc e ssibl e to said clos e d n e twork . 

Claim 5 (Currently Amended): A client device used in a system for providing a 
network environment of information data exchange with other client devices and a server, the 
client device comprising: 

a receiving imit configured to receive a request to provide said network environment 
from said clients representing a group, the group including member clients: 

a network controller configured to set said closed network for each of said member 
clients in the group in response to the received request: 

a commimication unit configured to transmit confirmation information to join the 
closed network to all member clients and to receive a confirmation fi-om each of the member 
clients: 

a transmitter configured to inform each of the member clients of use permission based 
on a predetermined discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a 
priority of the group, only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed 
network: and 

a time manager configured to manage a use time of said closed network for the group 
a commimication d e vic e configured to communicat e with said s e rv e r having an access 
controll e r configured to control accessing in a clos e d n e twork acc e ssed by a plurality of 
clients representing a group in consideration of acc e ss priority, said acc e ss priority 
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roprosonting a priority of tho group, only m e mb e r clients of th e group b e ing acc e ssible to Daid 
closed network; 

a communication s e tting manag e r configur e d to pr e par e for communication pass e s 
with said s e rv e r; 

a rocoivor configured to r e ceiv e a m e s s ag e transmitt e d from said s e rver; 
a stor e configured to stor e said messag e ; 

a conv e rt e r configured to conv e rt said m e ssag e into a display data format and conv e rt 
input data to a m e ssag e ; and 

a t e rminal job manager configured to manag e said communication data conv e rsion . 

Claim 6 (Previously Presented): A server for providing a network environment of 
information data exchange with a plurality of clients according to Claim 4, 

wherein said access priority is based on an Intemet protocol address of said client. 

Claim 7 (Canceled). 

Claim 8 (Original): A server for providing a network environment with a plurality of 
clients, according to Claim 4, 

wherein said server further has a service giving means for billing said client according 
to a use time designated by said client and an extended time used by said client. 

Claim 9 (Currently Amended): A closed network service providing method for a 
server which is configured to communicate with a plurality of client devices via a 
commxmication network, comprising: 
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receiving a request to provide said network environment with an application form 
from one of said clients representing a group, the group including member clients and the 
application form including mail addresses of the member cUents being inputted: 

setting said closed network for each of said clients in the group in response to the 
received request; 

transmitting confirmation information to join the closed network to all member clients 
and receiving a confirmation from each of the member clients: 

informing each of the member clients of use permission based on a predetermined 
discriminator and an access priority, said access priority representing a priority of the group, 
only member clients of the group being accessible to said closed network: and 

managing a use time of said closed network for the group 

r e c e iving a clos e d n e twork servic e r e qu e st from a contract cli e nt d e vic e which 
r e pr e s e nts a group of cli e nt d e vic e s, wh e r e in e ach cli e nt d e vic e in th e group us e s said clos e d 
n e twork s e rvic e being r e qu e st e d and a priority of said clos e d n e t^^^ork s e rvic e is controll e d by 
said s e rv e r in consideration of acc e ss priority, said acc e ss priority r e pr e s e nting a priority of 
the group, only member clients of the group b e ing accessibl e to said closed network; 

malcing a contract with th e contract cli e nt for a r e s e rvation of th e clos e d n e twork 
s e rvic e , wh e r e in th e contract includ e s at l e ast an allow e d us e tim e of th e clos e d n e twork 
servic e ; 

e stablishing communication pass e s with each client d e vic e includ e d in th e group to 
allow e ach cli e nt d e vic e to us e th e clos e d n e twork; and 

monitoring an actual us e tim e of th e closed network to compar e with th e allow e d use 

time . 
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